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~ The Play’s the thing.”—Ask for Thomas’s Observer. 
COVENT GARDEN THEATRE. 

The Midsummer Night’s Dream, Two in the Morning, and 
Fashionable Arrivals, were played here Iast night to a full 
house. On Saturday next will be revived, at this Theatre, Cobb’s 
Farce of The First Floor. 

HAY-MARKET THEATRE. 

Tuis Evening, The Lady of Lyons, MyLitile Adopted, and 
The King’s Gardener, will be pleyed bere. 

ADELPHI,.—Tkis Theatre was crowded in every part last night, 
to witness a most attractive entertainment, consisting of Laffarge, 
The Old Curiosity Shop, The Beggar’s Opera, and Oliver 
Twist, the whole of which went off to the entire satisfaction of 
the audience. Paul Bedford’s Polly, in The Beggar’s Opera, 
elicited shouts of laughter and applause. His acting and singing are 
exceedingly good, and would alone well repay a visit to this The- 
atre. 

We copy the following account of the cast, first performance, 
reception, &c. of The Beggar’s Opera, from a Sunday journal : 

On the site of the large china warehouse io Portugal-street, 
stood the then Lincoln’s-in-fields Theatre, where Rich, in a lucky 
bour, produced this undying Musical Comedy. We have Dr. Pe~ 
pusch’s score now before us, There is hts overture, written in 
those primitive days for a first and second oo0e, two violins, tenor 
and bass, one oboe being ia unison with the first, the other with 
the second violin. It is enough to make Weber start from bis tomb 
to tell it. As originally produced it contained sixty-nine pieces of 
music. The cast was 

LINCOLN’S*INNeFIELDS, 1728, 
Capt. Macheath, Mr Thomas Walker, Peachem, Mr Hipplesley; 
(celebrated for his drunken oration,) Lockit, Mr. Hall,  Filcb, 
Mr.Clark, Polly, Miss Fenton, (afterwards Duchess of Bolton,) 
Lucy Lockit, Mrs. Egleton, Mrs, Peachem, Mrs, Martin, 

In evidence of the antiquity of the claqueur system, it may be 
mentioned (on the authority of Pope) that on the first night of 
The Beggar’s Opera, the house was p»cked by the author’s 
friends. The same packing had been previously resorted to on the 
first nights of the Distracted Mother, and Cato. On the eventful 
eve of the production of theOpera, Congreve visited the Theatre— 
he died the next year. The Dukes of Argyll and Queensbury 
were there, and the former, when the wits were in doubt, ssid, 
looking round the house, ‘‘It will do, it must do; I see it in the 
eyes of them.” This fortunate Opera has been altered, travestied, 
&c., a dozen times. On one occasion some stege moralist changed 
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the catastrophe, and repesented Macheath working as a convict 
on the Thames. 

The piece was played in France under the title of L’Opera de 
Gueuz. Mrs. Cibber and Kitty Ciive, some years after 1728, quar- 
relled, as actresses alone can quarrel, and had a fierce contention 
for the partof Polly, which the latter was quite unfit for, The 
tragic Quin was origioally cast the Captain (how strange that 
sounds to us moderns,) but resigned it to Tom Walker. Quin, 
however, subsequently played the musical hero in Gay’s Achilles. 
Tho origiosl Polly, Miss Fenton, with whom ‘* all Loodon was ia 
love,’ died Duchess of Bolton. The best Polly of our day, Miss 
Stephens, is now the Dowager Countess of Essex. Miss Boltoo, 
(a very good Polly,) became Lady Thurlew. 


Fashionable Lounges. 
To the Editor of The Theatrical Observer. 


Dear Mae. Eottoa.—Just wish to say a word—beg pardon, but will you 
excuse me—I have to mention that I’ve arranged so as to rub shoulders with 
my friends and the fashionable world at one or other of the Grand Lounges 
about town :— 

Monday, stroll to Madame TussAvup’s elegant Exhibition, Golden Corinthian 
Saloon, Baker Street, Portman Square.—Just added to her unrivalled coflection 
the full length figure of that wonderful violinist Paganini ; also splendid figures 
of Her Majesty the Queen, Prince Albert in his military costume, the group of 
John Knox reproving Mary Queen of Scots, consisting of Mary, Elizabeth, 
Henry VIII, Luther, Calvin, and Knox, in magnificent costumes. 

On Tuesday, visit the Diorama, Regent’s Park, to see the new and splendid 

view, The Shrine of the Nativity at Bethlehem, painted by M. Renoux, from a 
sketch made on the spot by David Roberts, Esq., A R.A. and the view of The 
Coronation of Queen Victoria in Westminster Abbey, by M. Bouton. This 
delightful Exhibition is open every day from ten till half-past four, 
_ Afterwards visit the Promenades Indiennes—Catlin’s North American Gallery, 
Egyptian Hall, Piccadilly, is now brilliantly i\luminated at night, where may be 
seen his immense and curious collection of Indian Portraits, Landscapes, Cos- 
tumes, &c. At half-past 8 in the evening, costumes will be exhibited on living 
figures, and explanations given by Mr. Catlin. Open from 10 till 10,—Ad. Is. 

Wednesday, pay a visit tv the Somerset Gallery, 151, Strand, next door to 
Somerset House, to see a most wonderful exhibition, The Industrious Flea;. 
They dance, ride. drive a four-in-hand, fight, and in fact do everything in first 
rate style, exciting the admiration ofall present. By the bye, this is Signor 
Bertolotto’s exhibition, that he has been exhibiting for the last eight years. 

In my way from the Theatre, drop into the Harmonic Meeting, held at Evans’s 
Grand Hotel, King Street, Covent Garden,—quite delighted with the excellence 
of the singing, commences every evening at ten o’clock, When Mrs. P, is out of 
icown, stay a week, and only pay a guinea for bed and breakfast. I’m always 
‘to be found on Saturday, at half-past five, at the Convivial Dinner he!d here. 

Called on Mr. Chappell, 50, New Bond Street, for the music of the new Song 
of ** LovelyNight,” which is sung byMadameVestris, at Covent GardenTheatre, 
in the Petite Comedy of Fashionable Arrivals, and is nightly encored—a delight- 
ful piece of music, 

Afterwards called at Emmett’s, 27, Holborn Hill, to view his Novel Pen 
Maker, by which any one can make a superior Pen in jessthan one minute— 
also his improved Needle Threader, to enab!e Ladies, whose sight is impaired 
to thread their needles with the greatest ease—a most ingenious contrivance. 

On Thursday go to the Cosmorama Rooms, 299, Regent Street, to view 
the new and beautiful viws now exhibting here ; they are of the most interest- 
ing description, and descrve the patronage they receive, 

‘* All good spirits come to my Beck,” at his Dr. Johnson’s Tavern, Bolt Court, 
Fleet Street—where you meet excellent company—capital fare at fair prices— 
delightful singing—(commences every evening at a quarter to nine,) cigars, 
billiards, good beds, and an enticing billof fare, 

On Saturday, I examine Miss Linwood’s curious Needle Work, Leicester 
Square—just added other beautiful specimensof her art,—Bui I intrude—beg 
pardon=-Your’s, &a--PAUL PRY, 















































Theatre Royal, Covent Garden, 








This Evening, (5th time these nine years) Sheridan’s Dramatic Piece of 


THE CRITIC ; 


Or, A Tragedy Rehearsed. 


Sir Fretful Plagiary .....¢...... Mr W. FARREN, 
Puff, Mr CHARLES MATHEWS, 
Sneer, MrCOOPER, Dangle, Mr HEMMING, 
Mrs Dangle, Mrs BROUGHAM, 


Under Prompter, MrHonner, Servant, Mr Connell. 
Characters in the Seager’ 


Don Ferolo Whiskerandos ........ Mr HARLEY, 
Earl of Leicester, Mr GRANBY, 

Sir Walter Raleigh........ ..- Mr MEADOWS, 
Sir Christopher Hatton, Mr BRINDAL, 
er MrF. MATTHEWS, 
Master of the Horse, Mr AYLIFFE, 
el PIs 0.0.00 cccseacevecs Mrc. J.SMITH, 


Beefeater, Mr W. H. PAYNE, 


Tilburina, MrsOKGER, Confidante, MrsC.JONES, 
FirstNiece, MissLEE, SecondNiece, MrsEMDEN. 








After which, A COMIC SCENE an! 
Between Mr C. MATHEWS and Mr KEELRFY, 


ENTITLED 


Two in the Morning. 


To conelude with, the Opera of 


FRA-DIAVOLO 


Or, The Inn of Terracina. 
With the whole of the Music, composed by AUBER: 


Fra Diavolo, Mr W. HARRISON, 











Lord Allcash .....cee. sccecccseses. Mr T. BISHOP, 
woomnieen “Mr BINGE, 
NL 6 6 wits awe ¢hees oenecane Mr S. JONES, 


Beppo, Mr J. BLAND, 

Giacomo, MrS.SMITH, Francesco, MrF. SUTTON 
First Carbinier, Mr CCLLETT, 
2ndCarbinier, Mr Connell, 3rdCarbinier, MrHodges. 
Lady Allcash, ’ Miss GRANT, 
Zerlina.....+++..s++eeeMiss RAINFORTH. 





I a od, 














Theaire Royal, Drury Lane.. 


(This Evening, a Musical Eotertainment, entitled The 


Concerts d’Hiiver. 
Conductor, Rions. MIUSARD, 


SoloPer formers.—Mes:.DANTONET,PROSPERE,DE LOFFRE 
PILE7T, MULLER, MULLER, Jun. WiLLENT-BORDOGNI, 
Mess. BARRET,COLLINET, HILL, FRISCH,CASE, HOWELL, 
KOENIG, HANCOCK, JARRET,& ELIASON. LeaderM.Nadaud, 


PROGRAMME, 




















PART I. 
Overture ~.... Fidelio er Beethoven 
Valses sc... Cacilien, (2nd time,) Strauss 
Overture to GOETHE’S celebrated Tragedy of 
FAUST, (2nd time,) Dees Lindpaintner 


Postillon de Mam’ablon, New Quadrille, Musard 
First Time, Historical Melange of Old French Airs, 
from the 12th, 14th, 15th, and 16th Centuries. 


Ist. La Clochette. a pepular Air in the Time of Henry III, Ring of 
France (1500) 

2nd. Song, composed by Clement Marot, (1400) 

3id. Choral. wi-h Ritournelie, composed by Louis X111, King of 
France (1600) 

4th. Sarabande, composed by Colin Muset, (1240) Ar, by Mesard 


Solo, Cornet a Pistons, Schone Minka, HerrKOENIG 
Grand Selection from THE MESSIAH. Handel 





PART II. 
Grand Overture Fantastique, Des Frangs Juges, 
(The Inquisition. ) eos Berlioz 


Rendezvous de Chasse, NewQuadrille, .. Musard 
Solo, Corneta Pistons, Herr KOENIG. Solo, 
Trumpet, Herr MULLER, Solo, Trombone, 
Monsieur DANTONET. Solo, Orphicleide, 
Monsieur PROSPERE. 

Fantasia, on the Hermit’s Song from DerFreyschutz. 

Flute, Herr FRISCH, Frisch 

Valses_.. Les Fusees Volantes ee Strauss 

Overture, .... Le Dieu et la Bayadere, Auber 

L’Angleterre .. New Quadrille, M.S. .. Musard 

Une Bonne Fortune, Galop, (2nd time,) A- Adam 


*+* Messrs. COCKS & Co.. Music Sellers in ordinary to her most gracious 
Majesty, 20, Princes Street, Hanover Square, have been chosen byMessrs. Strauss, 
Lanner, Labitzky, and Musard, sole publishers of all their new works. 


PRICES OF ADMISSION, 
To thePromenade 1s. Dress Circle 2s.6d. Upper Boxes, 1s.6d. Gallery la 
Doors Openat Half-past Seven o Cleck, to commence at Eight precisely. 








D-intinein General. 
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